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Going Back to Basics: Going Back to Basics: 

Dr Josepha TaiDr Josepha Tai
SNO, ICT, QMHSNO, ICT, QMH

HandsHands
are believed to be 
the main vehicle
as most healthcare-
associated 
infections are 
spread by                   
direct contact

(Larson, 1999)

HandHand hygienehygiene is recommended          

as a basic measure to prevent  

healthcare-associated infections
(Allegranzi & Pittet, 2009; Boyce & Pittet, 2002; 

Larson, Early, Cloonan, Sugrue & Parides, 2000; 
Pittet et al., 2000, WHO, 2010)

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

1 3 5 7 9 11 13 15 17 19 21 23 25 27 29 31 33

Study

Pe
rc

en
t C

om
pl

ia
nc

e

Average Compliance of Personnel       Average Compliance of Personnel       
in 34 Studies of in 34 Studies of HandwashingHandwashing



2

WHO, Geneva

London, UK

Hong Kong

Riyadh & Gulf
Ot

ta
wa

, C
an

ad
a

Br
is

ba
ne

HUG, Geneva

LaunchLaunch
OctoberOctober 13, 13, 

20052005

http://www.who.int/patientsafety

“Clean Care is Safer Care”

Global Patient 
Safety Challenge
for 2005-2006:    

To reduce health 
care-associated 
infections worldwide

8 Pilot Sites, 6 WHO Regions

Europe:      
Russia, Italy

Pan-America: 
Costa Rica

South East Asia: 
Bangladesh

Western Pacific: 
Hong Kong

Africa: Mali

Eastern Mediterranean: 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia

The 5-step pilot implementation 
strategy

Step 1: Facility preparedness

Step 2: Baseline evaluation

Step 3: Implementation

Step 4: Follow-up evaluation

Step 5: Action planning & review
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HK $3 to 4 
per 100 mls

HK $13 to 18 per 500 mls

Alcohol Alcohol HandrubHandrub make available 
make available 

at a low price (< US $ 0.5 / 100ml) 

at a low price (< US $ 0.5 / 100ml) 

Replace antimicrobial soap                                    
by plain liquid soap

Poster Display

Address Staff Concerns

HH Educational talk

Alcohol-based handrub:
at the point of care

Alcohol-based 
handrub:
carried in the 
pocket of staff

Donning Change napkin Remove Settle pt To Bed 2 
gloves                                         gloves

BEF-PAT AFT-BFL AFT-PAT
BEF-PAT

AFT-BFL AFT-PAT

BED 1 PATIENT SURROUNDINGSBED 1 PATIENT SURROUNDINGS

BED 2 PATIENT SURROUNDINGSBED 2 PATIENT SURROUNDINGS

Example

Napkin Changing

… Donning Change Remove Settle pt To counter 
gloves         napkin       gloves

AHR clipAHR clip
(belt / pocket)(belt / pocket)
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Orientation 

and Reminder 

Too much Too much 
turnoverturnover

HAND HYGIENE HAND HYGIENE 
DANCEDANCE

HAND HYGIENE DANCE
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